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In the last few months we have seen the resignation of 3 of our officers and the 
appointment of 5 new people. This is not particularly surprising as it is now 15 years 
since the Society was founded and there were only 2 resignations before this year. we are 
all most grateful to Craig Burns, Vic Brown and Michael Mitchiner for the enthusiasm and 
industry with which they promoted the cause of Oriental Numismatics. In the same breath, 
we welcome Bill Warden, our new A merican Regional Secretary, David Priestley, our new 
Treasurer, Stan Goron and Howard Simmons, joint editors of the Newsletter and Joe Cribb, 
who has the new post of Membership Secretary. Their new ideas will help to keep the 
society alive and flourishing. 

Now for the baa news! By the end of the financial year 19&4/1985 we had very little money 
left. If it were not for a most generous donation by Bill warden to cover the costs of 
relocating the US Region HQ we should be well into the red (many thanks indeed, Billi). 
However to remain solvent we must increase our annual subscriptions. So from 1st July 
1985 they will be £6.00, HFl 25.00, FF 75.00 and $10.00. Initial subscriptions will be 
15% higher to cover the cost of the documentation. These amounts are still much lower 
than for other societies around the world and they represent good value for money, 
especially if members contribute interesting articles to the Newsletter and the Occasional 
Paper and Information Sheet series. 

Michael Broome 

Prom the Editors 

This is the first Newsletter under the •new management•, We shall endeavour to maintain 
the high standard set by Dr Mitchiner, Our aim is to publish the Newsletter every two 
months and to include as wide a range of material as space permits. This is where you, 
the membership, come in. The success of the Newsletter and the ONS in general depends on 
Y2.!:!!_ participation. We need a constant flow of articles and other items of interest. 
Manay of you will have coins in your collections which are unpublished or unusual or which 
have an interesting story to tell, Why not write about them, or, if you do not feel 
confident enough to do so, send us details (with a photograph or rubbing) and we may be 
able to publish an article on your behalf. 

Stan Goron & Howard Simmons 

Notice to Members in the U.K . and Eire 

There has been a slight reorganisation in the administration of the UK and Eire section. 
As from 1st April this year, Ken Wiggins (Regional Secretary) will run a bank account eor 
this section. This will lighten the load a little for the new Treasurer. All members in 
the UK and Eire section should pay their subscriptions direct to Hr Wiggins. The account 
for the section is no. 506762284 with Barclays Bank Ltd, l High Street, Crowborough, East 
Sussex TN6 2PX. Members are reminded that their subscription is due annually in the month 
in which they joined, or they may, if they prefer, pay at the beginning of the year. 
Generally, reminders will be sent out with the Newsletter or other publications. 
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mSCBLUUIY 

The 32nd International Congress for Asian and North African Studies will be held in 
Hamburg from 25-30 August 1986. Please contact the editors for further details. The 10th 
International Numismatic Congress will take place in London from 8-12 September 1986. Any 
member wishing to present papers should contact the congress secretary. Dr. I. Carradice 
at the British Museum, London WCIB 3DG. The Nlckle Arts Museum in Calgary, Canada will be 
putting on an exhibition of Bactrlan, Indian and Persian coins from 14 May 1985, and the 
American Numismatic Society will be having one on Indian coinage from 12 September 1965 to 
10 January 1986. 

The Academy of Indian Numismatics and Sigillographv 

Collectors and students of Indian coins and seals should be aware of the existence of the 
above organisation which ifi based at Indore, Madhya Pradesh, India. Established in 1977, 
the Academy is a non-profit making organisation whose alms are to acquire, share and 
disseminate knowledge of Indian numismatics and slglllography by collecting and collating 
relevant data from within and without India. A journal is published annually and contains 
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many i n t e r e s t i n g a r t i c l e s on Indian co ins and s e a l s of a l l per iods . The Academy i s a l s o 
very a c t i v e in o r g a n i s i n g s e m i n a r s , l e c t u r e s and e x h i b i t i o n s in I n d i a . I t i s a worthy 
o r g a n i s a t i o n which d e s e r v e s the support of t h o s e whose i n t e r e s t l i e s in Ind ian 
numismatics. Back copies of the Journal and further information regarding the Academy may 
be ob ta ined from the D i r e c t o r , Dr. S. K. B h a t t , 115 K a i l a s h Park, Hanorama Ganj, I n d o r e , 
M.P. 4 5 2 - 0 0 1 , I n d i a . 

Some recent p u b l i c a t i o n s 

HELLRIGL, W. & GABRISCH, K. Tibet . A p h i l a t e l i c fc numismatic bibl iography. 
Santa Monica 1983. 76pp $14.00 

MILDENBERG, L e o . The Co inage o f t h e Bar Kokhba War.Typos VI. ed. S c h w e i z e r i s c h e 
Numismatlsche GeseFlschaft , Aarau 1985. 400pp, 44pl . SFr.230. 

MITTERWALLNBR, G. von Hunzen der spaten Kusanas. Munich 1983, 
NBRCESSIAN, Y.T. Armenian Numismatic Bibliography and Li terature . Los Angeles 1984. 

Work in progress 

Hork i s in hand on the following ONS Occasional Papers: 

1 . 13th century Seljuq dirhems with Paleologan countermarks; 
2 . Umayyad dirhem weight standards; 
3 . Hijr i /Regnal Year combinations on Mughal c o i n s . 

We understand that Dr. Hermann Simon i s working on the pub l i ca t ion of volume 3 of Heinrich 
Nutzel ' s cata logue of Oriental Coins (based on an o r i g i n a l manuscript in the Hunzkablnett 
Ber l in , DDR), and that at the Cabinet des Meda i l l e s , P a r i s , G i l l e s Hennequin's Catalogue 
des monnaies musulmanes de la Bibl iotheque Nat ionale ; l e s Se l jugs « t leur successeurs 
( s u i t e au c a t a l o g u e de Lavoix) i s ready for p r i n t i n g . Members i n t e r e s t e d in I n d i a n 
c o i n a g e w i l l be p l e a s e d to know t h a t Messrs Maheshwari and Wiggins are hard a t work 
prepar ing a book on Maratha c o i n a g e and t h a t Dr P.L. Gupta i s s i m i l a r l y engaged on a 
Decennial Bibliography of Indian Numismatics. 

Errata 
Will iam B. Warden, Jr . has drawn our a t t e n t i o n to some pr int ing errors in h i s a r t i c l e on 
the coinage of yazid b. Al-Muhallab (Newsletter 9 4 - 9 5 ) : -

1 . the penultimate l i n e of the f i r s t paragraph should read: 
" . . . . m i n t s ignature HURA (Juzstan 7) . . . . ' ; 

2 . b i b l i o g r a p h y : the t h i r d i tem "L' l s lam, B i b l i o t h e q u e N a t i o n a l e , P a r i s 1 9 8 3 ' , i s a 
phantom and a part r e p e t i t i o n of the preceding item. 

3 . bibl iography: l a s t item should read ..'Chronographia Is lamica*. 

THE CHIMBSB 1910 COIMACB AMP THE VIBMHA MIHT by Richard Wright 

Up u n t i l 1904 the Chinese c o i n a g e had been produced on a p r o v i n c i a l b a s i s . In 1905 a 
Centra l Mint was e s t a b l i s h e d a t T i e n t s i n , c l o s e to the c a p i t a l , w i t h the i n t e n t i o n of 
introducing a common coinage for the whole of China: the d i e s would be produced c e n t r a l l y , 
but the co ins would be struck by the Central mint and a number of s e l e c t e d prov inc ia l oc 
subs id iary mints. The scheme worked q u i t e w e l l for the copper coinage, the Tai-Ching 10 
cash c o i n s of 1905-1909 , w i t h a p r o v i n c i a l c h a r a c t e r stamped in the c e n t r e , be ing w e l l 
known. However, the Tai-Ching s i l v e r coinage did not fare so w e l l . 

F i r s t l y , t h e r e was an e x p e r i m e n t a l t a e l c o i n a g e in 1906 (K.934-7) , f o l l o w e d by an 
e x p e r i m e n t a l d o l l a r co inage in 1907 (K.212-5) , both s t ruck in s m a l l q u a n t i t i e s by the 
Central mint; and i t was not u n t i l 1908 that an undated d o l l a r , 20c and 10c co in (K.216-
8) were put in to c i r c u l a t i o n in any quant i ty . I t was a t t h i s s tage t h a t the Emperor, Kuang 
Hsu, d ied, which meant a change in the re ign t i t l e on the co ins to that of h i s successor , 
Hsuan T'ung. 

Records show t h a t the C e n t r a l mint s t r u c k no s i l v e r c o i n s in 1909 , the o p p o r t u n i t y 
presumably having been taken to plan a complete ly o r i g i n a l coinage for the young emperor 
w i t h the new denominat ion of $ 1 , $ 1 / 2 , $ 1 / 4 and $1 /10 in s i l v e r , and 2 Fen, 1 Fen, 5 Li 
and 1 Li in copper ( r e l a t i n g to the o l d s t y l e 2 0 , 10 , 5 and 1 c a s h ) . The proposed 
introduct ion of t h i s coinage was announced by proclamation on 24th May 1910. (1) (K.219-
222) 

Kalgan Shlh s t a t e d of the 1910 s i l v e r c o i n s - 'The T i e n t s i n C e n t r a l Hint prepared the 
d e s i g n s , c a s t the d i e s , and s t ruck the s p e c i m e n s ' (2 ) . Kann a l s o i m p l i e d the d i e s were 
engraved by the head mint a t T i e n t s i n (3 ) , a l t h o u g h i t i s not q u i t e c l e a r whether he was 
r e f e r r i n g to the 1910 or t o the 1911 i s s u e s . Oka, who gave some u s e f u l d e t a i l s of d i e s 
where known, s t a t e d of the 1910 d o l l a r ] u s t t h a t i t was s t ruck a t the C e n t r a l Hint (4 ) , 
whi le woodward (5) was unambiguous in a t t r i b u t i n g the reverse d i e of the 1 Fen or 10 Cash 
( i t was common to both the 1910 and 1911 i ssue) to the Central Mint at T i e n t s i n 'when Mr. 
L. G i o r g i was c h i e f d e s i g n e r ' . Ros a l o n e , in a t i n y f o o t n o t e ( 6 ) , ment ioned i n p a s s i n g 
that the d i e s for the copper co ins had been produced in Austria . 

A c t u a l l y , the c o n t r a c t for the d e s i g n and d i e s must have been o f f e r e d in Europe, a s the 
Birmingham Mint has in i t s f i l e s a l e t t e r da ted 24th June 1910 addres sed to the Chinese 
Ambassador in London, summarising the Mint's previous dea l ings wi th the Chinese provinces , 
and re ferr ing to the 'new coinage': but Dr. Karl Schulz of the Kunsth l s tor i sches Museum in 
Vienna has confirmed that i t was in f a c t the Vienna Mint which produced the master d i e s 
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In 1911, Luigi Giorgi , the newly engaged ch ie f engraver at the T i e n t s i n mint, was busy on 
fresh des igns for more conventional d o l l a r , Sue, 20c and 10c co ins (K.223-230), while the 
d e n o m i n a t i o n s of the copper c o i n s were be ing modi f i ed back t o the o r i g i n a l 20, 10 and 5 
cash. The redesigned 1911 10 cash (y.27) was then c irculated widely , but the $1/2 (K.220) 
was the s o l e co in of the o r i g i n a l 1910 i s s u e to enter c i r c u l a t i o n in any quant i ty . 

The Vienna ; i i n t presumably s t r u c k some t r i a l p i e c e s , as s p e c i m e n s of the $1 and 2 Fen 
c o i n s are on d i s p l a y in the K u n s t h i s t o r I s c h e s Museum. A l s o Dr. C.T. Hang, then Chief 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t of the l a p e r i a l Ch inese Mint , made s e v e r a l v i s i t s t o t h e Royal Mint in 
London in October 1910 and p r e s e n t e d one of the 1910 d o l l a r c o i n s . From the t iming i t 
Mould appear that the co in had or ig ina ted from Vienna rather than T i e n t s i n . 

B « f e r e n c e s : (K. 
USA 1966. 

- ) c o i n n u n b e i s from E. Kann, I l l u s t r a t e d C a t a l o g o f Chinese Coins 

OJ E. Kann, The Currencies ol China. Shanghai 1926, p.320 
12) Kalgan Shih , t r a n s l a t i o n of Modern Coins of China, Shanghai, 1949, p .14 
(3) E. Kann, i b i d . , ^,320 
14) M. Oka, S i l v e r Crowns of the Far East . Tokyo 1966, p.14 
(5) A.M.Woodward, The minted ten-cash c o i n s of China, reprinted USA 1 9 7 1 , p.48 
16) Dr. G. Ros , C o i n s of t h e Republ ic of China Journal of the N. China Branch of the 

Royal A s i a t i c S o c i e t y , 1917, p. l42 
(7) E. Kann, I l l u s t r a t e d Catalog of Chinese Coins, p.467. 

MORE OM NASIR-UD-DIW HtlHAMMED by Stan Goron 

In my a r t i c l e on the unusual J e h a n g i r n a g a r rupee of the Mughal emperor , Mohammed Shah, 
publ ished in ONS Newslet ter 92 /93 , I mentioned the ex i s tence of s i m i l a r c o i n s struck a t 
Burhanpur. Dr Becker of West Germany has kindly sent me a photograph of a mohur of t h i s 
type struck at Burhanpur. Although Whitehead published a mohur of t h i s type , these coins 
are s u f f i c i e n t l y rare for i t t o be worth publ i sh ing t h i s second example. 

Mii:'A 

V 

Obverse Reverse 

^ ^ 

{j^ylU 

Mohammed Shah 
Bad Shah Ghazi 
Nas ir -ud-d ln Abu-1 Fath 
Sikka Mubarak 

J a l u s maimanat manus 
Sanah Ahd 
duriba Dar-us-Sarur 
Burhanpur 

The legends are arranged d i f f e r e n t l y from those on the Jehangirnagar c o i n , and the obverse 
one Includes the phrase 'slkka mubarak' (auspic ious coin) that seems to be lacking on the 
e a r l i e r spec imen u n l e s s i t i s c o m p l e t e l y o f f the f l a n . Note a l s o the very prominent 
p o s i t i o n of the laqab ( N a s i r - u d - d i n ) and the kunya (Abu-1 Fath) . The c o i n weighs 10.97 
grams. 

I n my previous a r t i c l e I sa id that Whitehead may w e l l have been_mlstaken in h i s reading of 
the laqab as NasTr-ud-din on the Burhanpur coin (rather than Naf ir -ud-din) . Another look 
a t the l l l u s t r a ' t i o n has r e v e a l e d t h a t the nun i s jo ined d i r e c t l y to the sad wi thout any 
a l e t . Hence the laqab on the Burhanpur i s s u e i s in f a c t Naslr or N a s T r - u d - d i n . I am 
s t i l l not c o n v i n c e d t h a t t h e r e i s a ^ In the word, however . ' I have t h e r e f o r e read the 
laqab on the present co ins as ^-j^' (Nasr or Nasir) . 
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